
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the time, Silver could not think of a use for 

this weak adhesive. 

Many years later, Silver’s colleague Art Fry 

kept losing the bookmarks in his hymn book. 

A eureka moment resulted in making an 

association between Silver’s weak glue and his 

bookmarks falling out. The idea of Post-It 

notes was created! 

 

Whilst working at 3M 

Company, Spencer Silver 

was trying to make a very 

strong adhesive to be used 

in building planes. Instead, 

he managed to create a 

very weak adhesive that 

could be peeled off and 

re-used.  
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