
Henry VIII

Questions
1. Find and copy one word which means ‘having a 

very well-known but negative reputation’. 

  

2. When was Henry VIII born? 

  

3. Summarise what you have learnt about Henry VIII 
from this text in 30 words or fewer. 

  

  

  

4. Why do you think Henry VIII continues to be such 
a figure of interest? 

  

  

  
Disclaimer: We hope you find the information and resources on our website useful. Please be aware that aspects of an 
individual’s life may be controversial to some. Due to this, we highly recommend that you carefully research the individual 
before teaching about them to learners. If your learners do independent research about an individual, we advise using only 
pre-selected, appropriate sources of information and websites appropriate to their age.
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King Henry VIII was King of England from 1509 -1547  
and the second Tudor monarch. He was born on 28th  

June 1491 at Greenwich and was the second son of King  
Henry VII and Elizabeth of York. He became one of the  
most infamous of England’s monarchs.

Henry VIII is well known for the Protestant Reformation,  
which led to the formation of the Church of England.  
His six wives remain a key area of historical interest. As  
Henry VIII had formed his own church, rules surrounding  
marriage and divorce were totally changed. This major  
change made Henry a very radical and unique figure,  
with the Church of England still existing today.

On 28th January 1547, at the age of 55, King Henry VIII  
died at Whitehall Palace. He was buried in St George’s  
Chapel, Windsor Castle.
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Answers
1. Find and copy one word which means ‘having a 

very well-known but negative reputation’. 
infamous

2. When was Henry VIII born? 
Henry VIII was born on 28th June 1491.

3. Summarise what you have learnt about Henry 
VIII from this text in 30 words or fewer. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: Henry VIII was 
the second Tudor monarch. He became King of 
England in 1509 and is famous for creating the 
Church of England and having six wives.

4. Why do you think Henry VIII continues to be such 
a figure of interest? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think Henry 
VIII continues to be a figure of interest because 
of his fascinating life story, multiple wives and 
big personality.

Disclaimer: We hope you find the information and resources on our website useful. Please be aware that aspects of an 
individual’s life may be controversial to some. Due to this, we highly recommend that you carefully research the individual 
before teaching about them to learners. If your learners do independent research about an individual, we advise using only 
pre-selected, appropriate sources of information and websites appropriate to their age.
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and the second Tudor monarch. He was born on 28th  

June 1491 at Greenwich and was the second son of King  
Henry VII and Elizabeth of York. He became one of the  
most infamous of England’s monarchs.

Henry VIII is well known for the Protestant Reformation,  
which led to the formation of the Church of England.  
His six wives remain a key area of historical interest. As  
Henry VIII had formed his own church, rules surrounding  
marriage and divorce were totally changed. This major  
change made Henry a very radical and unique figure,  
with the Church of England still existing today.

On 28th January 1547, at the age of 55, King Henry VIII  
died at Whitehall Palace. He was buried in St George’s  
Chapel, Windsor Castle.
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