
Dear Parents / Carers,  

Music has always been a central part of our Arunside community with singing assemblies, music festivals 

and other musical events throughout the year. Unfortunately, Covid-19 guidance means that music has 

been largely affected in schools across the country as the areas of music we were able to teach were 

reduced. Thankfully, with guidance slowly changing, the music education at Arunside is beginning to get 

up and running in its full swing again. 

Included in this is the return of our peripatetic music teachers. We are incredibly lucky to have a wide 

selection of instrument lessons available to all children at Arunside taught by visiting professionals. 

Through a range of providers, children can have the opportunity to learn different instruments including 

violin, cello and piano. All our instrument lessons follow the current Covid-19 guidance and will adapt, if 

and when, the guidance changes. Please be assured that all our visiting teachers are following our Covid-

19 Visitor Protocol and have received full checks from the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS).   

But why learn an instrument? Learning an instrument is extremely beneficial for children as they can 

learn a wide range of skills through their lessons. Playing an instrument can improve your child’s 

patience, resilience, sense of expression and creativity as they develop their musical ability. I truly 

believe that children benefit hugely from learning and playing an instrument and we would love more 

children at Arunside to learn to play. Eventually, we would love to be able to host our Spring Concert 

again. It would be wonderful if we can get lots of children playing instruments so that when we are able 

to hold our concert, it will be the best one yet! Performing in such events is extremely beneficial for 

children and can be incredibly impactful on their self-confidence and self-esteem.  

If this is something your child is interested in, please have a look at the different options available at 

Arunside in the list below. Any separate information we have received from our providers regarding 

recruitment is also attached to this letter. You can also find all of this information on the music section 

of our school website. https://arunside.school/learning/curriculum/music/. Most of our providers have 

options for families with low-income so please do get in touch with them if you would like this 

opportunity for your child. Also, please do not hesitate to contact the school as there may be ways we 

can support you too.   

Kind regards,  

Elliot Boyd  

Music Lead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://arunside.school/learning/curriculum/music/


Instrument Lesson Options at Arunside 

Violin  

Teacher: Emily Hester, Associate teacher with West Sussex Music.  

Please see the attached letter from Emily regarding violin lessons. Please contact her at 

emilyhesterteaching@gmail.com to apply for lessons. Emily would love to recruit a group of violin 

players with the view to starting our very own Arunside Violin Orchestra when Covid-19 guidance means 

the children can mix together again.  

Cello 

Teacher: Ethan Merrick, Associate teacher with West Sussex Music (from 1st May).  

Ethan Merrick is currently an employed teacher with West Sussex Music but a change to the way they 

operate means he will become an associate teacher from 1st May. He will be able to take on new pupils 

from 1st May and would love to recruit either a group of pupils or some pupils for individual lessons. 

Please contact him directly at ethanmerrick@msn.com to discuss cello lessons for you child.  

Sussex Academy of Music (SAM) 

Guitar, Drums, Piano, Keyboard, Vocals 

Please view the attached information regarding the instrument lessons available through SAM. They are 

currently operating with online lessons which can be done from home. Despite lessons taking place from 

home, the children will still be involved with any school concerts when we are allowed to get them up 

and running again. Please visit https://sammusicservice.com/ for more information and to fill in an 

enquiry form regarding your child’s lessons.  

Rocksteady 

Learning to play in a band – electric guitar, drums, keyboard vocals 

Rocksteady is a fun way to learn an instrument as children learn together to make a band. They learn in 

a supportive, happy environment with their friends. Please visit 

https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/primary/ to sign up and for more information.  

Harmonica  

Provider: Harp Academy 

Harmonica has always had a popular take-up at Arunside and we are delighted that they will hopefully 

be able to restart lessons from September, guidance permitting. Due to the way the harmonica lessons 

operate, we can only offer these sessions when the DfE guidance allows different year group bubbles to 

mix together. Please keep a look out for communications in the Summer Term regarding harmonica 

lessons commencing again in September – fingers crossed!  
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