
Reading Prompt for Parents          Years 5 and 6 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Please find below a list of questions designed for you to discuss with your children when they are reading at home. When you read with your child, it is 
important that they actually understand the text and not just decode the words that they read. By discussing books, authors and texts you will help your 
child to understand particular elements of the story and even help them to find the words in the text that show what is happening. 
 

Aspect of reading  Possible questions that you could ask 

Discussions about books What did you find most/least enjoyable about the text?  

Imagine you were going to meet (character name), 

what would you expect them to be like? 

What is the purpose of reading? 

What are the benefits of reading challenging texts?  

Can you review/summarise each chapter as you read 

the text? 

Can reading help in any lessons other than English? 

How? 

Can anyone go a day without reading? 

What are the benefits of reading for pleasure? 

Can you find examples of figurative language in the 

different types of poems? 

Comparing books What is the reason a report/newspaper 

article/letter/advertisement/set of 

instructions/explanation would be written? 

 

What are these texts trying to do? What are they 

trying to teach a reader?  

Do all stories have the same purpose? 

Word reading and decoding Can you read this text in (x) minutes?  

Does the different punctuation in the text help you with 

the reading? How? 

What punctuation can you find in the text?  

Does the writer use a range of punctuation?  

In the sentence………….could the writer have used 

different punctuation? Why do you think they chose 

this particular punctuation mark? 

 

Can you read (x amount) of chapters of this text 

without having to stop? 

Can you break the word into smaller chunks in your 

head?  

Which words in this passage can you not 

understand/define? How could you work out the 

meaning of the word. 

Look at the sentences surrounding the word. Do 

they contain any synonyms or antonyms you could 

use to help understand the word. 

Have you heard this word be used before?  

 

 

Comprehension What do you think is the main event/point/message in 

this section of the text?  

Find and tell me one word/group of words that tells 

you that the character……  
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Retrieval Do any of the sentences in the text help you summarise 

the main details? 

Can you speed-read this text and get a general idea 

about the main information/messages? 

Can you quickly trace your eyes over the text to find the 

main characters included in the whole text? 

How do you think this author wants its readers to feel 

when reading their books? 

Do you find the organisation of the text engaging? Why 

or why not?   

What does this word/group of words/sentence tell 

you about the text as a whole?  

Which sentences tell you about what the character 

is like? 

What type of text could this possibly be?  
Is it fiction or non-fiction?  
Is this text limited to one genre? 
When you look at this text, what is the first thing 
you notice? What first impression does that give you 
of the text?  

Making inferences What do you think is going to happen in the next few 
paragraphs?  
Does anything in the text suggest something else could 
happen instead?  
Do you think the character is going to change in any 
way?  
How do you think this text might end? 
Have you ever behaved in the same way as this 
character?  
What was it that made you behave in that way? 

Write a summary of this text that would fit on a 

post-it note. 

Find the evidence from the text that tells you that 

the character is easily scared/annoyed/upset. 

What does the description of the setting tell us 

about the genre of this story?  

What does the character description tell us about 

their personality? 

 

Language Why do you think the author chose this word instead 

of………?  

How does the vocabulary in this story make it 

spooky/funny/mysterious? Find examples of these 

words that help create the genre. 

Can you try and use this word accurately ten times this 

week? 

Does the writer use a range of sentence lengths? Why 

would they do this?  

Does the writer use different sentence types? Which 

sentence types can you identify? 

What devices have been used in this text that help 

with the description?  

Can you find examples of expanded noun phrases? 

Are these always effective?  

How do adverbial phrases help describe…………..?  

Can you find three different descriptive devices used 

to describe the setting?  

Do these prepositions help with the description in the 

text? 
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Responding to the text Why would an author begin their story with a 

conversation between characters?  

Why would an author use flashback scenes in the story? 

How does the end of the text link to the beginning?  

Does your opinion change throughout the text?  

What evidence in the text changes your opinion? 

What would you say the theme of this text could be?  

What evidence is there to suggest that this could be the 

theme?  

Have you read any other books that have a similar 

theme?  

Can you find evidence from the beginning, middle 

and end to support your view of the character? 

Are these characters similar or different?  

How do you know? 

Would you expect both characters to behave in the 

same way in this situation? What evidence is there to 

suggest that…….and ………are very different types of 

people? 

Can you think of authors that like to write about the 

theme of friendship/growing up/family/mythical 

places/magic and fantasy? 

Oracy and Reading Do you like to read with your friends?  

Do you all like the same style books?  

Are there any authors you all like in particular?  

Do you discuss reading with your friends?  

If you were discussing reading, what questions 

would you ask?  

Would you say that you are a good reader? 

 
These are just a few suggestions of the types of questions you could ask if you do get the opportunity to read with your child, but any 
discussion around books is just as valuable.  
 
Happy reading, 
 
 
Gill Broadhurst 
Curriculum Lead 
 
 
 
 


