
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Brightstorm by Vashti Hardy 

Twins Arthur and Maudie Brightstorm receive word 
that their famous explorer father has died in a failed 
attempt to reach South Polaris, the southernmost point 

in the world. Not only that, but he has been accused of 
stealing fuel from a rival ship before he died! In an 

attempt to learn the truth and salvage their family’s 
reputation the twins join the crew of Brightstorm on a 
new exploration attempt, but will they find the answers 

they seek? 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Beetle Boy by MG Leonard 

Darkus Cuttles dad has mysteriously disappeared- 
vanished without trace from a locked room! 
When Darkus moves in with his eccentric Uncle Max 

and next door to Humphrey and Pickering, two lunatic 
cousins with an enormous beetle infestation, Darkus 

soon discovers that the beetles are anything but 
ordinary. They're an amazing, intelligent super species 
and they're in danger of being exterminated. It's up to 

Darkus and his friends to save the beetles, thwart evil 
villainess Lucretia Cutter and rescue his dad.  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Ella on the Outside by Cath Howe 
Ella is the new girl at school. She doesn't know 
anyone and she doesn't have any friends. And she 

has a terrible secret. Ella can't believe her luck when 
Lydia, the most popular girl in school, decides to be 

her new best friend - but what does Lydia really want? 
And what does it all have to do with Molly, the quiet, 
shy girl who won't talk to anyone? A gripping story of 

lies, friendship, and blackmail... 
 

 
 

 Wildspark by Vashti Hardy 

Prue Haywood's family has been shattered by grief 
since her brother died. But everything changes when a 
stranger arrives at the farm seeking an apprentice. A 

new, incredible technology has been discovered in the 
city of Medlock, where a secretive guild of inventors 

have developed a way to capture spirits of the dead in 
animal-like machines, bringing them back to life. Prue 
knows that joining the "Ghost Guild" might hold the key 

to bringing her brother back, but to find her brother, 
she needs to find a way to get the ghost machines to 

remember the people they used to be. Yet if she 
succeeds, all of society could come apart.. 



 The Boy at the Back of the Class 
Ojali Q Rauf 
There used to be an empty chair at the back of my 

class, but now a new boy called Ahmet is sitting in it. 
He's nine years old (just like me), but he's very 

strange. He never talks and never smiles and doesn't 
like sweets But then I learned the truth: Ahmet really 
isn't very strange at all. He's a refugee who's run away 

from a War. A real one. With bombs and fires and 
bullies that hurt people. And the more I find out about 

him, the more I want to help. That's where my best 
friends Josie, Michael and Tom come in. Because you 
see, together we've come up with a plan. .  

 

 The Girl Who Speaks Bear by Sophie Anderson 
Found abandoned in a bear cave as a baby, 12-year-

old Yanka has always felt out of place in her small 
village. When she wakes up to find that her legs have 

become bear legs, she sets off into the forest to 
discover who she is, on a journey that takes her from 
icy rivers to smouldering mountains, with an ever-

growing group of misfits alongside her… 
 
 

 
 

 A Pinch of Magic by Michelle Harrison 

The Widdershin sisters Fliss, Betty and Charlie are the 
latest in a long line of Widdershin women to be cursed 

to never leave their home island, or else they'll be 
dead by sundown. But Betty longs for adventure and a 
way to escape her boring life by breaking the curse. 

So when the girls are gifted with some family 
heirlooms in the shape of a mysterious travelling bag, 

a set of wooden dolls and an old mirror Betty decides 
to take matters into her own hands and seek out the 
knowledge of a prisoner who seems to know the 

answer to breaking the curse. 
 

 Spaghetti Hoop Boy by Lara Williamson 

It’s no secret that eleven-year-old Adam Butters is 
adopted. But when he thinks his parents don’t want 
him any more, he decides to find his real mum. If he 

can just show her how amazing he is – how he can be 
a superhero! – then surely she’ll want him back. It 

takes a painful discovery for Adam to realise that you 
don’t need to be super to be a hero. 
 

 



 The Boy who fooled the world by Lisa Thompson 
Telling a little white lie now and then is harmless, 
right? But what if it leads to you being a household 

name and international celebrity? 
Cole is the odd one out at school: the other kids have 

the latest gadgets and trainers while his family 
struggles to make ends meet. Until the day one of his 
paintings is talent-spotted and sells for thousands of 

pounds at a posh London gallery. Suddenly, Cole is 
the toast of the international art world, the star guest 

on TV shows, rich beyond his wildest dreams, hailed 
as a boy genius! 

 LionBoy by Zizou Corder 

Charlie Ashanti, speaks cat. His unusual talent helps 
him on his quest to find his kidnapped parents who 
have discovered a cure for asthma. Racing from a 

futuristic London across the channel on a circus ship 
bound for Paris, Charlie establishes a close 

relationship with the homesick circus lions who 
become his accomplices. But Charlie is in danger, for 
close behind him on his trail, is a crony of the 

mysterious group who have kidnapped his parents. 
They want Charlie too. 
 

 Rooftoppers by Katherine Rundell 
Everyone thinks that Sophie is an orphan. There were 
no other recorded survivors from the shipwreck which 

left baby Sophie floating in the English Channel in a 
cello case, but Sophie remembers seeing her mother 

wave for help.So when the Welfare Agency writes to 
her guardian threatening to send Sophie to an 
orphanage, she takes matters into her own hands and 

flees to Paris to look for her mother. Evading the 
French authorities, she meets Matteo and his network 

of rooftoppers - urchins who live in the sky. Together 
they scour the city for Sophie's mother before she is 
caught and sent back to London, and most importantly 

before she loses hope. 

 Who let the Gods Out by Maz Evans 
Elliot's mum is ill and his home is under threat, but a 

shooting star crashes to earth and changes his life 
forever. The star is Virgo - a young Zodiac goddess on 
a mission. But the pair accidentally release Thanatos, 

a wicked death daemon imprisoned beneath 
Stonehenge, and must then turn to the old Olympian 

gods for help. After centuries of cushy retirement on 
earth, are Zeus and his crew up to the task of saving 
the world - and solving Elliot's problems too? 



 Cogheart by Peter Bunzl 
Lily's life is in mortal peril. Her father is missing and 
now silver-eyed men stalk her through the shadows. 

What could they want from her? With her friends - 
Robert, the clockmaker's son, and Malkin, her 

mechanical fox - Lily is plunged into a murky and 
menacing world. Too soon Lily realizes that those she 
holds dear may be the very ones to break her heart... 

 
 

 

 The girl who stole an elephant by Nizrana Farook 
Chaya, a no-nonsense, outspoken rebellious child.  

Daughter to the headman of her village, shes a free 
spirit who takes trinkets from the rich to help those in 
need. Except one day she goes too far, and steals the 
Queens jewels - leading to an escape into the jungle 
with her friends…and the Kings elephant.  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer  

Twelve-year-old villain, Artemis Fowl, is the most 
ingenious criminal mastermind in history. His bold and 
daring plan is to hold a leprechaun to ransom. But he's 

taking on more than he bargained for when he kidnaps 
Captain Holly Short of the LEPrecon (Lower Elements 

Police Reconnaissance Unit). For a start, leprechaun 
technology is more advanced than our own. Add to 
that the fact that Holly is a true heroine and that her 

senior officer Commander Root will stop at nothing to 
get her back and you've got the mother of all sieges 

brewing! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Cosmic  
Frank Cottrell Boyce  
It's one giant leap for all boy-kind in Frank Cottrell 

Boyce's out-of-this-world story: Cosmic. Liam is too big 
for his boots. And his football strip. And his school 

blazer. But being super-sized height-wise has its 
advantages: he's the only eleven-year-old to ever ride 
the G-force-defying Cosmic rollercoaster - or to be 

offered the chance to drive a Porsche. Long-legged 
Liam makes a giant leap for boy-kind by competing 

with a group of adults for the chance to go into space. 
Is Liam the best boy for the job? Sometimes being big 
isn't all about being a grown-up. 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Emil and the Detectives  
Erich Kastner  
'Password Emil!' Emil is excited to be taking the train 

on his own for the first time. He doesn't like the look of 
his fellow passenger, the man in the bowler hat. Emil 

will just have to keep his wits about him and his money 
in his pocket. But Emil falls asleep and when he wakes 
up the man in the bowler hat is gone - and so is the 

money! Emil is determined to get it back. He teams up 
with a gang of young detectives and so begins a hair-

raising chase across Berlin to catch the dirty rotten 
thief... 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Matilda Roald Dahl  

Wormwood's father thinks she's a little scab. Matilda's 
mother spends all afternoon playing bingo. And 
Matilda's headmistress Miss Trunchbull? Well, she's 

the worst of all. She is a big bully, who thinks all her 
pupils are rotten and locks them in the dreaded 

Chokey. As for Matilda, she's an extraordinary little girl 
with a magical mind - and now she's had enough. So 
all these grown-ups had better watch out, because 

Matilda is going to teach them a lesson they'll never 
forget. 

 The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate 

DiCamillo 
Abilene loves her blue china rabbit Edward, but 
Edward is extremely vain and only loves himself. On a 

voyage from New York to London, Edward falls 
overboard and from there finds himself on an amazing 

journey, from the depths of the ocean to the net of a 
fisherman, from the top of a garbage heap to the 
bedside of a sick child to the bustling streets of 

Memphis. Along the way, we are shown a true miracle 
— that even a heart of the most unbreakable kind can 

learn to love, to lose, and to love again.  
 

 Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief Rick 
Riordan Half boy. Half God. All Hero. Look, I didn't 

want to be a half-blood. I never asked to be the son of 
a Greek God. I was just a normal kid, going to school, 

playing basketball, skateboarding. The usual. Until I 
accidentally vaporized my maths teacher. Now I spend 
my time battling monsters and generally trying to stay 

alive. This is the one where Zeus, God of the Sky, 
thinks I've stolen his lightning bolt - and making Zeus 

angry is a very bad idea. 
 
 

 



 Stormbreaker Anthony Horowitz The first book in 
the number one bestselling Alex Rider series. In the 
first book in the number one bestselling Alex Rider 

series by Anthony Horowitz, fourteen-year-old Alex is 
forcibly recruited into MI6. Armed with secret gadgets, 

he is sent to investigate Herod Sayle, a man who is 
offering state-of-the-art Stormbreaker computers to 
every school in the country. But the teenage spy soon 

finds himself in mortal danger. 
 

 The Girl Who Walked On Air Emma Carroll Louie, 

who was abandoned at Chipchase's Travelling Circus 
as a baby, dreams of becoming a 'Showstopper', but 

Mr Chipchase keeps her hidden, tucked away in the 
ticket booth. No Death-Defying Stunts for her. But 
Louie has been secretly practising her act - tightrope-

walking - and dreams of being the Girl Who Walked on 
Air ...she just needs to be given the chance to shine. 

And the circus needs her too - Wellbeloved's rival 
show is stealing their crowds. They need a 
Showstopper. Desperate, Mr Chipchase reluctantly 

lets Louie perform. She is a sensation, and gets an 
offer from the sinister Mr Wellbeloved himself to 
perform ...over Niagara Falls. But nothing is quite as it 

seems and soon Louie's bravery is tested not just on  
the highwire but also in confronting her past  

 No Ballet Shoes in Syria by Catherine Bruton 

Aya is eleven years old and has just arrived in Britain 
with her family, seeking asylum from war in Syria. 

When Aya stumbles across a local ballet class, the 
formidable dance teacher spots her exceptional talent 
and believes that Aya has the potential to earn a 

prestigious ballet scholarship. But at the same time, 
Aya and her family must fight to be allowed to remain 

in the country, to make a home for themselves and to 
find Aya's father - separated from the rest of the family 
during the journey from Syria. Classic storytelling - 

filled with warmth, hope and humanity. 

 The Iron Man Ted Hughes Mankind must put a stop 
to the dreadful destruction by the Iron Man and set a 

trap for him, but he cannot be kept down. Then, when 
a terrible monster from outer space threatens to lay 
waste to the planet, it is the Iron Man who finds a way 

to save the world. 
 

 
 
 

 
 



  
The Middler by Kirsty Applebaum 
Eleven-year-old Maggie lives in Fennis Wick, enclosed 

and protected from the outside world by a boundary, 
beyond which the Quiet War rages and the dirty, 

dangerous wanderers roam. Her brother Jed is an 
eldest, revered and special. A hero. Her younger 
brother is Trig - everyone loves Trig. But Maggie's just 

a middler; invisible and left behind. Then, one hot 
September day, she meets Una, a hungry wanderer 

girl in need of help, and everything Maggie has ever 
known gets turned on its head. Narrated expertly and 
often hilariously by Maggie, we experience the trials 

and frustrations of being the forgotten middle child, the 
child with no voice, even in her own family. This 

gripping story of forbidden friendship, loyalty and 
betrayal 

 Where the World Turns Wild by Nicola Penfold 

Juniper Greene lives in a walled city from which nature 
has been banished, following the outbreak of a deadly 
man-made disease many years earlier. While most 

people seem content to live in such a cage, she and 
her little brother Bear have always known about their 
resistance to the disease, and dream of escaping into 

the wild. To the one place humans have survived 
outside of cities. To where their mother is. When 

scientists discover that the siblings provide the key to 
fighting the disease, the pair must flee for their lives. 
As they journey into the unknown, they soon learn that 

there's cruelty in nature as well as beauty. Will they 
ever find the home they re searching for? 

 The Infinite Lives of Maisie Day by Christopher 

Edge 
How do you know you really exist? It's Maisie's 

birthday and she can't wait to open her presents. 
She's hoping for the things she needs to build her own 
nuclear reactor. But she wakes to an empty house and 

outside the front door is nothing but a terrifying, all-
consuming blackness. Trapped in an ever-shifting 

reality, Maisie knows that she will have to use the laws 
of the universe and the love of her family to survive. 
And even that might not be enough... A mind-bending 

mystery for anyone who's ever asked questions. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 The Nowhere Emporium by Ross Mackenzie 
When the mysterious Nowhere Emporium arrives in 
Glasgow, orphan Daniel Holmes stumbles upon it 

quite by accident. Before long, the 'shop from 
nowhere' -- and its owner, Mr Silver -- draw Daniel into 

a breathtaking world of magic and enchantment. 
Recruited as Mr Silver's apprentice, Daniel learns the 
secrets of the Emporium's vast labyrinth of 

passageways and rooms -- rooms that contain 
wonders beyond anything Daniel has ever imagined. 

But when Mr Silver disappears, and a shadow from 
the past threatens everything, the Emporium and all its 
wonders begin to crumble. Can Daniel save his home, 

and his new friends, before the Nowhere Emporium is 
destroyed forever? 

 Pig Heart Boy by Malorie Blackman 

You're thirteen. All you want is a normal life. But most 
normal kids don't need heart transplants. 
 
So there's this doctor. He says there's a chance for you. 
But he also says it's experimental, controversial and 
risky. And it's never been done before. 
 
 
 

 Wonder by RJ Palacio 

Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He does 
ordinary things - eating ice cream, playing on his 
Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary kids 

don't make other ordinary kids run away screaming in 
playgrounds. Ordinary kids aren't stared at wherever 

they go. Born with a facial abnormality, Auggie has 
been home-schooled by his parents his whole life. 
Now, for the first time, he's being sent to a real school 

- and he's dreading it. All he wants is to be accepted - 
but can he convince his new classmates that he's just 

like them, underneath it all? 

 
 Pax by Sara Pennypacker 

The moving story of the extraordinary friendship between a 

boy and his fox and their epic journey to be reunited.  Pax was 
only a kit when his family was killed and he was rescued by 
‘his boy’, Peter. Now the country is at war and when his father 
enlists, Peter has no choice but to move in with his 
grandfather. Far worse than leaving home is the fact that he 
has to leave Pax behind. But before Peter spends even one 
night under his grandfather’s roof he sneaks out into the night, 
determined to find his beloved friend. This is the story of Peter, 
Pax, and their journeys back to each other as war rampages 
throughout the country 



 Malala by Malala Yousafzai 
Raised in a changing Pakistan by an enlightened 
father from a poor background and a beautiful, 

illiterate mother, Malala was taught to stand up for her 
beliefs. When terrorists took control of her region and 

declared that girls were forbidden from going to 
school, Malala refused to sacrifice her education. And 
on 9 October 2012, she nearly paid the ultimate price 

for her courage when she was shot on her way home 
from school. 

The book follows Malala's incredible journey to 
recovery in the aftermath of the attack, from the life-
saving surgery she receives in a Birmingham hospital 

to her reunion with her family and their eventual 
relocation to England. Today Malala is a global symbol 

of peaceful protest and the youngest ever person to be 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.  

 The Secret of Platform 13 by Eva Ibbotson  

Under Platform 13 at King's Cross Station there is a 
secret door that leads to a magical island ...It appears 
only once every nine years. And when it opens, four 

mysterious figures step into the streets of London. A 
wizard, an ogre, a fey and a young hag have come to 
find the prince of their kingdom, stolen as a baby nine 

years before. But the prince has become a horrible 
rich boy called Raymond Trottle, who doesn't 

understand magic and is determined not to be 
rescued. 

 


