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Arunside Announcements 

Week Commencing  
Monday 9th November 2020 

 
Parents of Children starting EYFS in September 2021 – Open Event Cancelled! 
Sadly, due to last week’s announcements by the Prime Minister, the lockdown regulations will 
mean that we are unable to hold our Open Events for parents of children starting in EYFS next 
September. We are sure that this will be a disappointment to a great many parents but hope 
that they will find our virtual tour, recently posted to our website, a good substitute. 

 

Poppies  
We will continue to sell Poppies at the start and the end of the school day during the coming 
week along with a variety of accessories that have been provided through The British Legion 
Poppy Appeal. Please send your child into school with a small donation if they would like a 
poppy and no less than £1 if they would like one of the additional accessories.  

 
Virtual Parents Evenings 
A final reminder that our virtual parent’s evenings will take place on the following days this 
coming week:  
 

•     EYFS and KS1 
o Monday 9th November from 3.45 - 6.00pm  
o Wednesday 11th November from 4.30 - 7.30pm 

•     KS2 
o Tuesday 10th November from 3.45 - 6.00pm 
o Thursday 12th November from 4.30 - 7.30pm 

 

The booking system for our virtual parent evenings can be found here and you are invited to 
book a 10-minute appointment with your child’s class teacher via the Parents Evening System. 
As this is a new procedure, you may find the guidance for parents - attending via video 
calls useful. A link to the video conferencing will be sent to you in your booking confirmation 
email so you can click on that when ready to join the video call. Please note that all 
appointments will automatically close once the scheduled 10 minutes has expired. Should you 
have any problems in making your booking, please do not hesitate to contact the school office 
on telephone number 01403 263919. 
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Outdoor Learning Project Launches in Year 2 
 

Our Year 2 children will be soon be spending time behind the 
‘Rainbow Fence’ whilst they take part in our Outdoor Learning 
Project. This project will launch on 18th November and eventually 
become our ‘Forest School’. We are excited for the children in 
Clover class who will attend on a Wednesday and Hawthorn class 
who will attend on a Thursday, as they follow an inspirational 
process that offers children the opportunity to develop confidence 
and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a 

woodland environment. By introducing these sessions at Arunside, we aim to nurture an 
understanding and respect for natural places where children experience nature at first hand 
through a series of engaging and achievable tasks. 
 

Frosty, Damp November Weather  
With frost and fog most mornings last week and a cold wind blowing, our children really do need 
to wear plenty of layers at school – we are facing a similar forecast during the coming week and 
urge parents to ensure that our children have an adequate number of clothes with them so that 
they can keep warm during break and lunch-times. 

 
National Lockdown Restrictions from 5th November 
Now that we are facing further restrictions, the information for what that means for our families 
can be found using this link: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-national-restrictions-from-5-
november. In particular your attention is drawn to section 2 regarding ‘meeting others safely’ 
and with this in mind, from Monday 9th November, the following expectations / changes will be 
in place at Arunside Primary: 
 

• Please ensure you arrive at and collect your child from school at their allocated time. 
The number of children arriving / being collected late is increasing and If this continues I 
will have to consider spacing out the staggered times which will cause additional 
inconvenience to families, but will be deemed necessary if we are to ensure that the 
teaching bubbles are maintained and are to prevent more children than absolutely 
necessary having to isolate. Please support one another by ensuring you adhere to the 
correct timings.  

• If you have to wait at the main gate with a sibling, we now ask that you do this just inside 
of the main gates in the top car park area, keeping your distance from each other at all 
times; this will reduce blockages on the pavement to allow free access. Please do not 
arrive early if you are not dropping off a sibling. Years 3 and 4 should form rows in front 
of Years 1 and 2. Both lines should face forward, towards the ball court.  

• Face coverings are expected to be worn on school grounds, unless you have a medical 
condition that prevents this. You may be approached by a member of staff if you are not  

•  
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wearing one. Adults not wearing face coverings (and not medically vulnerable) are not 
permitted to approach a member of staff to engage in conversation.  

• In line with the above guidance, you are asked not to gather or to engage in social 
conversation, keeping to the rule of only meeting with 1 other person at a safe distance. I 
know that at a time when there are further restrictions in place this is very difficult as it 
may be the only time when you get to talk to friends face to face, but the school’s priority 
must be the education and wellbeing of all of its pupils. To date, we have had no positive 
infections in school and by following these rules it will help us continue along these lines.  

 
Key Dates for the Diary  
• Monday 9th November - EYFS and KS1 Parents evening from 3.45 - 6.00pm 

• Wednesday 11th November - EYFS and KS1 Parents Evening from 4.30 - 7.30pm 

• Tuesday 10th November - KS2 Parents Evenings from 3.45 - 6.00pm  

• Thursday 12th November - KS2 Parents Evenings from 4.30 - 7.30pm 

• Wednesday 18th & 25th November and 2nd & 9th December - Outdoor Learning Project 

for Clover Class:  

• Thursday 19th & 26th November and 3rd & 10th December - Outdoor Learning Project for 

Hawthorn Class. 

• Wednesday 25th November - Year 1 Archery and Fencing Day 

• Friday 4th December - Flu Vaccinations (for all year groups)  

• Friday 11th December - Christmas Jumper day 

• Friday 18th December - Inset Day 

• Monday 8th March - Friday 12th March - STEM week (with whole school activities) 

• Thursday 4th March - World Book Day 

• Tuesday 15th June - Great Science Share  
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