
 
 
 
 

 

STEM in the News  

Your task is to read a news article about science, and to answer questions about it.   

Science and technology are helping us to understand our world, and helps us think about how we 

can change it for the better.  Being able to read exciting news articles and decide what you 

think about them is a great skill to have.  Try it for yourself!  There are three different tasks to 

choose from here, pick one, two, or all of them! 

Task 1  

Choose one of the articles read and answer the questions below 

Mars: Mud flows on Red Planet behave like 'boiling toothpaste' 

Megaraptor: Fossils of 10m-long dinosaur found in Argentina 

Climate change will lead to more 'green snow' in Antarctica 

World Bee Day 2020: What's all the buzz about? - CBBC Newsround 

Sentences to complete 

a.       This article is about….. 

b.      One fact I have learnt from this article is… 

c.       Some scientific terms used in the article are……………… (Challenge! Write what the words mean!) 

d.      This article is important to my life because………………. 

e.       This article could be summarised in these three bullet points 

                                                              i.      …. 

                                                             ii.      …… 

                                                           iii.      …… 

f.        A question about the article could be …………. 

g.       I think you (can/cannot) trust this article because………………… 

 

When you have done show your teacher your answers to tell them what you have found out.   

Looking for more of a challenge:  

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-52713131
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-52723049
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52724272
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48308339


 
 
 
 

 

Task 2 

Have a go at writing your own article. Try to limit this to 250 words. You could include pictures and quotes. 

 

• You could choose to write about the article you have just read. 
• You could choose to write about a different piece of science news you have heard about recently or 

something that has happened to you. (for example have you noticed lots of flying ants? Have you 
seen more birds than normal?) 

• You could even choose to  make up your own story but it has to be linked to science (for example 
the seagulls are taking over Forest School as the humans are not there anymore!) 

Task 3  

Find out about how people with different jobs are working together to help beat the Coronavirus pandemic.    

Virus and vacuum cleaners:  STEM jobs and the fight against coronavirus. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-52043767 

Look at the BBC news story and answer these questions.   

1. What is the link between the Dyson brand of vacuum cleaners and the fight against coronavirus. 

2. What does Dyson normally make? 

3. What is a ventilator? 

4. Which other companies are making these machines 

5. What transferable skills employers at Dyson have that will help them as they move to work on medical 

equipment? 

6. Draw a mind map to show as many jobs as you can that are linked to fighting the coronavirus pandemic.  

(If you are stuck there are some ideas over the page)   

7. Underline any of the jobs that are STEM based (involve science, technology, engineering, maths) 

8. Find out more about one of those jobs.  For example an epidemiologist. 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/epidemiologist 
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