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News from the Headteacher: 
Like me and all school leaders you will have heard first from the BBC and later from 
Gavin Williamson (Education secretary) that the Government have backed down from 
their plans to bring back all children before July. Arunside has not changed its plan to 
have Reception, Y1 and Y6 children in school and we are expecting 120 children to come 
through our school gates on Monday 15th June as we welcome back more than 50% of 
each of those year groups. I would like to make it clear, that unless I am directed other-
wise by The Government, my vision is for a full reopening of the school from September 
with all children expected in full time.  

To date, we have welcomed back 60 children who are coming in very happy and enjoying 
their school day; they understand the new rules and are adapting well to the ‘new nor-
mal’. All school staff remain well and there have been no reported cases of Covid-19 
from parents since the Easter holidays. West Sussex remains one of the counties with 
very few cases which will hopefully begin to build confidence in our school community.  

I have to say I am so impressed with the level of engagement by families with our home 
learning packs (on the website fortnightly). Purple Mash had more than 67 000 activities 
completed in the last 30 days. Thank you so much for all you continue to do with your 
children, you are doing a great job and the teachers have loved receiving so many lovely 
emails from children proud of the work that is being completed.  Hopefully, your chil-
dren are also enjoying the videos that teachers are making to support English lessons. 
Don’t forget if you need any support or guidance, please do email through the class 
email addresses e.g. chestnut@arunside.school   

I am also pleased to announce that we will shortly be launching our ‘reading book’ bor-
rowing  scheme. Reading with children is the one activity that teachers currently struggle 
to do because of the rules around social distancing and it is therefore imperative that all 
parents are doing with their child everyday. To support this we will be providing an op-
portunity for parents to come in and sign out a book each week. Look out for more infor-
mation about this very soon. It is however, great to see so many children engaging again 
with our online reading scheme ‘Bug Club’. If you feel your child needs to move up a 
book band, please let your teacher know so they can sort this out. You can get further 
support for reading and an understanding of the books that your child should be on by 
going to the website:  https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/ here you can use a simple 
tool to assess your child’s reading ability and purchase available books should you wish 
(they are the same books we use in school), as well as find out how each of the phonic 
sounds are said.  

Coming soon will be our ‘Virtual School sports day’. We are busy planning the activities 
along with videos on how to do the activities. More news on this will be coming out to 
you soon. And whilst talking about sports, I am very pleased to announce that Emily 
Pearcy has been appointed as Arunside school sport’s coach. Emily has significant experi-
ence of coaching young people, including working in a West Sussex Primary School. We 
are very excited about this development opportunity as we look to improve our provi-
sion for sport in school. You may also like to participate in the Sussex school games chal-
lenge, found here :  http://www.sussexschoolgames.co.uk/ 

Headteacher Challenge: 

 KS2 Y5 and Y6 

Have a debate with your family—is it 
ok to remove a statue of a person 
from a city who in their life time 
achieved some great things, but also 
were involved in something that to-
day would be seen as  very wrong, 
discuss 

KS2 Y3 and 4 

Find out how a rainbow is made and 
explain the science behind it.  

KS1 

 Choose a favourite book character, 
can you draw them, describe them 
and say why they are your favourite.  

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/


 

 

 

Headteacher news cont., 

From next week Mrs Hadden and I will be doing some video assemblies for children using ‘Picture News’. 

These videos will then be posted to the school website for you to view and use at home. You should have also 

noticed that the learning plans now include some PSHE lessons to support your child’s wellbeing. On return to 

school in September there will be a huge focus on citizenship and wellbeing to support what will be a very im-

portant transition phase; a child can not focus on their academic study, unless their personal development and 

well-being is at the heart of everything we do. Please do take the time to do these lessons with your child, they 

are as important as the core subjects. Y6 will be doing sex and relationship education, the parent consultation 

letter for this will be coming out shortly; this will include support and planning for you to deliver this at home.  

Finally, what follows is a celebration of some amazing work that you are doing with your children, please keep 

the photos coming in, we love them! I wish you and your family the very best from all of at Arunside, keep safe, 

stay well and please remember we are here for you, do not hesitate to ask for help if you need it.  
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