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Headteacher Challenge: 

Design your own Easter Egg! You 

can draw it, paint it, model it, paint 

a real egg, bake a cake or make 

your own chocolate egg (or any-

thing else that takes your imagina-

tion)  

Please email me the photographs of 

your creations. I can’t wait to see 

what you do!  
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News from the Headteacher: 

 
I never imagined I would be writing a school newsletter from home under our current 
circumstances. It is certainly not how I envisioned my first year as Head of Arunside to 
go. From a personal viewpoint, a heart  felt one, I want to thank you! Thank you all for 
your supportive comments, your positive attitude to suddenly being thrown in to being 
home educators, the incredible work that I am seeing from your children and to my tal-
ented teachers who are making so many things possible that I never thought could be in 
such a short space of time. So, although it is not what I had imagined, I have never felt 
more proud to lead Arunside School and I am overwhelmed by the strength of our school 
community.  

All members of staff remain well, in fact, they are fitter than ever. Doing PE with Joe 
Wickes, dance with Oti Mabuse and spending a lot of time outside. I think there are 
some sore muscles!  

This week, you will have been provided with a link to complete an e-safety training 
course. More than ever before, with children using online learning, it is so important we 
all know how to keep our children safe online. Arunside School recognises this as being 
an imperative part of a child’s safeguarding education, hence the school has funded this 
training course for all of it’s families. We must ask you please not to share the link with 
members outside of the Arunside community as we have paid for enough users, but if 
you share, it could result in an Arunside family not being able to access the training. You 
can access the course through the following link:  

https://www.childprotectioncompany.com/CPC/L/64F48A3846 

Today, I have sent out some more resources from ‘Picture News’, these resources are 
designed to be used with an ‘assembly style’ focus. They are great for family discussion 
and support a child’s need to talk. Please do take the time to look at these as a family. 
Further, Elaine Catterall (play therapist) has posted some ‘Mindfulness breathing videos’ 

on our website. (https://arunside.school/parent-info/mental-health-and-well-
being/) Do look at these, they are great for children and adults and do support a healthy 

mind. We should not under estimate the importance of keeping our brains healthy, so I 
hope you will take advantage of using the assembly resources and watching the videos.  

You will remember that Frederick Afrifa (international athlete) visited us recently. We 
had an incredible response from all of you, raising £2000. This means that Arunside will 
benefit from £1000 of extra sporting activities and fun. The wristbands etc. have arrived 
in school and we will ensure that they are given to your child upon our return.   

We had a fantastic response to creating a spoon character for ‘World  Book Day’, with 
over 200 spoons decorating the walls of our school. I do hope you will get a chance to 
see them. It was a hard task to choose the winners!  

https://www.childprotectioncompany.com/CPC/L/64F48A3846
https://arunside.school/parent-info/mental-health-and-well-being
https://arunside.school/parent-info/mental-health-and-well-being


 

 

 

School / Eco-Council News: 

Yet again, we were able to donate food to Horsham foodbank, even during these difficult times. Thank you all so 

much for helping with this. We were also able to donate £60 raised. The kindness continued with the children writ-

ing ‘Postcards of Kindness’, these post cards have all been delivered to 7 different care homes in the local area for 

elderly residents to enjoy. Further, we were supposed to have a visit from a French school this Easter, but have 

obviously had to cancel. To help with the disappointment, Arunside children have made Easter cards to send to 

them and we look forward to their visit next year.  

In Eco– news, we raised £96 from ‘Recycle with Michael’ this has been split with £48 going to the Salvation Army 

and £48 coming back to the school to invest in more eco-activities. Just a note on our environment, on the 1st day 

of closure, I was standing by the main gates when I saw a family of blue tits fly out of the bird box attached to the 

first tree as you come into school. A reminder to find the positive in every situation as our planet will have a 

chance to begin to heal some wounds. I hope when the crisis is over, we will continue to consider how we can re-

duce our carbon footprint and look after the wonderful world that we have.  
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 Before the school closure, Year 5 completed a STEM project and entered ‘The Leaders award’. This involved the children 

looking for engineering problems around their homes. They each had to come up with 4 issues, these ranged from prob-

lems in fridge design to developing portable wheels for any object. As part of the day, they interviewed an engineer and 

begun to look for solutions to their problems. Having received feedback from the engineer and their peers, they then 

wrote a persuasive letter to explain why their idea was needed and why it should be made into a prototype. These letters 

have all be sent off and will be judged by a panel of engineers, watch this space! All of the year 5 team loved the challenge 

and responded brilliantly. Thank you Miss Gallagher for arranging this fantastic opportunity.  

 

Please do remember to look at the school website regularly (https://arunside.school)  there are new learning challenges 

and ideas being posted all the  time and certainly enough to keep you going over the Easter period. But, also remember 

that children need a break. Look out for the next set of learning plans on our website on Monday 20th April. From that 

point on, all learning  will be delivered online and children should record as much of their learning as possible in their 

home learning book. Only those families who have already requested hard copies through their class email address will 

receive this option. Please note! This is limited to those families with no access to the internet.  

 

The BBC have also announced that they will be doing online daily learning through their ‘Bitesize’ website. This can be 

found: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize and I would highly recommend this to you. Bitesize is often used for revision and 

by teachers up and down the country so it will be of high quality. Give it a go!  

 

Finally, a promise from me and my staff: The business of school goes on, governance, school development, curriculum 

review and planning for the future continue in the background. Arunside will not stand still!   

I wish all of our families a Happy Easter and hope that you all stay safe and well!  

https://arunside.school
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize


A photo gallery of some of the home and school learning. Please keep the photos coming in, we love 

receiving them to see what you are all doing!  
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