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What are the SATs?

• SATs is a term people use to refer to End of Key Stage 2 Assessments; 

• It lasts for four days beginning on Monday 11th May 2020 and ending on 
Thursday 14th May 2020; 

• Children will sit the following SATs papers:
- Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 1) – Monday 11th May 2020;
- Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 2) – Monday 11th May 2020;
- Reading – Tuesday 12th May 2020;
- Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic) – Wednesday 13th May 2020;
- Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning) – Wednesday 13th May 2020;
- Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning) – Thursday 14th May 2020.

• Writing is assessed using evidence collected by your child’s teacher throughout Year 
6, so there is no Year 6 SATs writing test. 

• There will be no Science sampling for Year 6 this year. 
Therefore, no Year 6 Science SATs Paper in 2020.

• *The key stage 2 tests will be taken on set dates unless your child is absent, in which 
case they may be able to take them up to 5 school days afterwards. 



When and how are the SATs carried out?

• The tests will take place during normal school hours, under exam conditions;

• Children are not allowed to talk to each other from the moment the 

assessments are handed out until they are collected after the test has ended;

• Afterwards, the completed papers are sent away to be marked externally;

• The children’s results are sent back to school at some point in July;

• The standard timings of tests differ but last no more than 60 minutes:

- Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 1) – 45 minutes;

- Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 2) – 15 minutes;

- Reading – 60 minutes;

- Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic) – 30 minutes;

- Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning) – 40 minutes;

- Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning) – 40 minutes.



Children with additional needs, who have similar provision in their day-to-day 

learning at school, may be allotted specific arrangements, including:

• Additional (extra) time;

• Tests being opened early to be modified;

• An adult to read for them;

• An adult to scribe (write) for them;

• Written or spoken translations of the mathematics reasoning papers;

• The use of prompts or rest breaks;

• Arrangements for children who are ill or injured at the time of the tests.

Specific arrangements for SATs:



Once marked, the tests will be given the following scores:

o A raw score (the total number of marks achieved for each paper);

o A scaled score (which is explained below);

o A judgement of whether the National Standard has been met. 

After marking each test, the external markers will convert each raw score into a 

scaled score to show whether each child is working below, at or above the 

national standard. 

When the scaled score is given, it is given in a range from 80 to 120. 

A scaled score of 100 or more is meeting the national standard. 

There are no separate tests for higher achieving pupils; however, a scaled 

score close to 120 would show that a child is working above the national 

standard.

What sort of results are reported?



Scaled Scores

What is meant by ‘scaled scores’?

It is planned that 100 will always represent the ‘national standard’.

Each pupil’s raw test score will therefore be converted into a score on the scale, either at, 

above or below 100.

Using the scaled score, the lowest a child can score is 80, with the highest being 120.

A child who achieves the ‘national standard’ (a score of 100) will be judged to have 

demonstrated sufficient knowledge in the areas assessed by the tests.

Each pupil receives:

• a raw score (number of raw marks awarded); 

• a scaled score in each tested subject;

• confirmation of whether or not they attained the national standard.



•Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling is made up of two papers which will take place on 

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling is made up of two papers which 

will take place on Monday 11th May 2020:

• Paper 1 is the longer paper lasting 45 minutes, children will be 

tested on grammar, punctuation and spelling generally;

• Paper 2 is a shorter paper lasting 15 minutes, where children will be 

tested on spelling only – they are asked to fill in a blank within a 

sentence, attempting to spell out the spelling word in context 

correctly. 
11th May 2020:

• Paper 1 is the longer paper lasting 45 minutes, children will be tested on grammar, 

punctuation and spelling generally;

• Paper 2 is a shorter paper lasting 15 minutes, where children will be tested on 

spelling only – they are asked to fill in a blank within a sentence, attempting to spell. 



• Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 1)

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 1) is the longer paper lasting 45 

minutes, which takes place on Monday 11th May 2020.

The children will be prepared by their class teacher so they are equipped with a 

good knowledge of the technical vocabulary needed to identify and describe 

various aspects of grammar and punctuation marks. 

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 1) focuses on the following areas:  

- Grammatical terms/word classes; 

- Functions of sentences;

- Combining words, phrases and clauses; 

- Verb forms, tenses and consistency; 

- Punctuation; 

- Vocabulary;

- Standard English and formality.

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 1) requires a range of answer types 

such as circling missing capital letters, multiple choice questions, one-word 

answers, but does not require longer formal answers. 



•Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 1)

Example questions:



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 2)

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 2) is the shorter paper lasting 20 

minutes, which takes place on Monday 11th May 2020.

Example questions: 
es place on Monday 11th May 2020.

Example questions: 



Reading

The Year 6 Reading SATs paper will be sat on Tuesday 12th May 2020. 

The assessment has been designed to measure whether children’s comprehension of 

age-appropriate reading material meets the national standard. 

It a standard timing of 60 minutes, including reading the texts and answering questions. 

There are three different set texts for the children to read, which could be any 

combination of non-fiction, fiction and/or poetry. 

The Reading paper focuses on the following areas known as Content Domains: 
2a) give/explain the meaning of words in context; 
2b) retrieve and record information/identify key details from fiction and non-fiction; 
2c) summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph; 
2d) make inferences from the text/explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text; 
2e) predict what might happen from details stated and implied; 
2f) identify/explain how information/content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole; 
2g) identify/explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases;
2h) make comparisons within the text. 

The Year 6 Reading SATs paper requires a range of answering styles, including 

responding to multiple choice questions, one-word answers, and multiple mark 

questions which require more formal paragraph-length answers. 



Example question, based on Text 1 – Space Tourism: 

Sample Questions



Example question, based on 

Text 2 – Giants: 

Sample Questions



Sample Questions

Example question, based on Text 3 – The Lost World: 



Sample Questions

Example question, based on Text 3 – The Lost World: 



Since the current testing format for the Year 6 SATs began in 2016, there has been a 

tendency for the number of marks to go in favour towards three particular types of 

content domain / questions. 

For example, in 2017:

- 20% of marks could be gained by answering questions where children had to 

give/explain the meaning of words in context (Content Domain 2a);

- Over a quarter of marks could be gained by answering questions where children had 

to retrieve/record information or details from the texts (2b);

- Almost half of the marks were allotted to questions requiring children to make 

inferences from a text, justifying inferences with text evidence (2d).

So, when reading with your child at home, try asking questions like:

• Find a word in this paragraph that is closest in meaning to ‘provide word –

e.g. annoyed’ (2a);

• In what year did ‘provide fact – e.g. the French authorities make it illegal for people to 

swim from France to England’? (2b);

• In the last paragraph, X does not want to Y.

Give two reasons why X does not want Y. (2d)

Reading



Mathematics Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic) will take place on Wednesday 13th May 2020.

It has a standard timing of 30 minutes and is worth a total of 40 marks. 

It covers the four operations (division, multiplication, addition, subtraction and 

mixed operation calculations requiring BIDMAS), as well as number 

properties, calculating percentages of amounts, calculations using decimals, 

and calculations using fractions. Questions gradually increase in difficulty. Not 

all children will be expected to access some of the more difficult questions later 

in the paper.

Example question: 

1 – 13

2 – 26

3 – 39

4 – 52

5 – 65

6 – 78

7 – 91

8 – 104

9 - 117

10 - 130



Mathematics Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic) will take place on Wednesday 13th May 2020.

It has a standard timing of 30 minutes and is worth a total of 40 marks. 

It covers the four operations (division, multiplication, addition, subtraction and 

mixed operation calculations requiring BIDMAS), as well as number 

properties, calculating percentages of amounts, calculations using decimals, 

and calculations using fractions. Questions gradually increase in difficulty. Not 

all children will be expected to access some of the more difficult questions later 

in the paper.

Example question: 



Mathematics Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic) will take place on Wednesday 13th May 2020.

It has a standard timing of 30 minutes and is worth a total of 40 marks. 

It covers the four operations (division, multiplication, addition, subtraction and 

mixed operation calculations requiring BIDMAS), as well as number 

properties, calculating percentages of amounts, calculations using decimals, 

and calculations using fractions. Questions gradually increase in difficulty. Not 

all children will be expected to access some of the more difficult questions later 

in the paper.

Example question: 



Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning) will take place on Wednesday 13th May 2020.

Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning) is scheduled for Thursday 14th May 2020.

Both have standard timings of 40 minutes and are worth 35 marks each. 

Paper 2 requires children to demonstrate their mathematical knowledge and skills, as 

well as their ability to solve problems and their mathematical reasoning. 

Questions focus on the following Mathematical topic areas: 

- Number and place value– including Roman Numerals; 

- Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division (calculations);

- Geometry – properties of shapes;

- Geometry – position and direction; 

- Statistics; 

- Measurement – including length, perimeter, mass (weight), volume, time and money;

- Algebra;

- Ratio and proportion;

- Fractions, decimals and percentages.

The questions get harder throughout the paper. 

It is not unusual for a child to be unable to complete the entire paper in time. 

Mathematics Paper Reasoning 2 and 3



Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning) will take place on Wednesday 13th May 2020.

Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning) is scheduled for Thursday 14th May 2020.

Both have standard timings of 40 minutes and are worth 35 marks each. 

Example questions: 

Mathematics Paper Reasoning 2 

7 minutes to 9 or

8:53



Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning) will take place on Wednesday 13th May 2020.

Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning) is scheduled for Thursday 14th May 2020.

Both have standard timings of 40 minutes and are worth 35 marks each. 

Example questions: 

Mathematics Paper Reasoning 2 

115



Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning) will take place on Wednesday 13th May 2020.

Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning) is scheduled for Thursday 14th May 2020.

Both have standard timings of 40 minutes and are worth 35 marks each. 

Example questions: 

Mathematics Paper Reasoning 3 



Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning) will take place on Wednesday 13th May 2020.

Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning) is scheduled for Thursday 14th May 2020.

Both have standard timings of 40 minutes and are worth 35 marks each. 

Example questions: 

Mathematics Paper Reasoning 3 



Teacher Assessment
Mathematics Reading Writing

Met Met Exceeded

Not met Not met Expected

Working 
towards

Pre Key stage



Teacher Assessment 
Example Standards

Writing
Working towards Met

Using capital letters, full stops, question 
marks, exclamation marks, commas for 
lists and apostrophes for contraction 
mostly correctly 

Using inverted commas, commas for 
clarity, and punctuation for parenthesis 
mostly correctly, and making some 
correct use of semi-colons, dashes, 
colons and hyphens

Producing legible joined handwriting. Creating atmosphere, and integrating 
dialogue to convey character and 
advance the action 

Using paragraphs to organise ideas Selecting vocabulary and grammatical 
structures that reflect the level of 
formality required mostly correctly 



How to Help Your Child

• First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to 

worry about and they should always just try their best. Praise and 

encourage!

• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.

• Support your child with any homework tasks.

• Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables) are always good to 

practise.

• Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) 

they are reading (the character, the plot, their opinion).

• Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every 

morning!



How to Help Your Child with Reading

• Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child at KS1 and KS2 is equally 

as important as listening to your child read.

• Talk about the story before, during and afterwards – discuss the plot, the 

characters, their feelings and actions, how it makes you feel, predict what will 

happen and encourage your child to have their own opinions.

• Look up definitions of words together – you could use a dictionary, the 

Internet or an app on a phone or tablet.

• All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can involve 

anything: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, newspapers, magazines, football 

programmes and TV guides.

• Visit the local or school library and make good use of Arunside’s online ‘Bug 

Club’.



How to Help Your Child with Writing

• Practise and learn weekly spelling lists – make it fun!

• Encourage use of a dictionary to check spelling and a thesaurus to find 

synonyms and expand vocabulary.

• Allow your child to use a computer for word processing, which will allow for 

editing and correcting of errors without lots of crossing out.

• Remember that good readers become good writers! Identify good writing 

features when reading (e.g. vocabulary, sentence structure and 

punctuation).

• Show your appreciation: praise and encourage, even for small successes!



How to Help Your Child with Maths

• Play times tables games.

• Play mental maths games including counting in different amounts, forwards and 

backwards.

• Encourage opportunities for telling the time.

• Encourage opportunities for counting coins and money; finding amounts or 

calculating change when shopping.

• Look for examples of 2D and 3D shapes around the home.

• Identify, weigh or measure quantities and amounts in the kitchen or in recipes.

• Practice fluency of times tables with TT Rockstars, and revision sessions on My 

Maths.



How we support your child in school

Lessons based on the National Curriculum
Homework set to support work in school

• Full coverage of the National Curriculum and test practise in class.

• Homework set to support current work in school.

• Lunchtime and afternoon booster groups with Ms Edson, Miss 

Ackroyd, Mrs Murphy and Mrs West

• Before-school reading and maths groups.groups with Miss Gallagher and 
Mrs Murphy



How you can support your child at home

Lens based on the National Curriculum

• Please support them to complete all of their homework and hand 

it in on time. 

• Please encourage your child to comment at the end of all 

homework. Did they understand all parts of their homework? Did 

they have any help to complete it? Do they need any further 

support?

• Encourage them to come to any groups or ask for help if they are 

unsure.s Gallagher and Mrs Murphy



Additional Information

Lessons based on the National Curriculum

Mock week will be the week beginning 8th March 2020.

Children will be invited to come into school at 8am during the NCT 

week in May (Mon – Thu), where we will provide them with breakfast.
Friday 13th January 2017 for parents. 

Mocks week will be the week beginning 13th February 2017.

Results will then be given out at parents evening. 



Additional Information

Lessons based on the National Curriculum

CGP Revision Books provide children with SATs style questions. Please 

feel free to browse the selection, or discuss with us, to select the most 

appropriate level for your child.

Mocks week will be the week beginning 13th February 2017.

Results will then be given out at parents evening. 




