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Tuesday 4th February 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 

Many of you may recall that back in 2018, we embarked on a feasibility study for a childcare 
provision at Arunside which we had hoped would also see the opening of a nursery for children 
aged two to four-years.  

Alongside gathering your views on these plans via the parental survey that we sent out, the 
feasibility study involved various consultations with many other potential stakeholders including 
our local MP, Jeremy Quin, local Councilors and officers at West Sussex County Council. 

Whilst all parties agreed with the many benefits that such a facility would provide, our latest 
discussions with the Local Authority (LA) sadly clarified that they would be unable at this stage 
to contribute towards the necessary capital funding for an Arunside nursery. This decision was 
based on the fact that the LA believe there are already sufficient nurseries available in the 
Horsham area providing a good service for the current population. As a result, the County’s 
funding for school places is being directed to the more urgent ‘High Needs’ area, through the 
building of Special Education Centers for children and other funding is being used to support the 
improvements deemed necessary through the findings of the recent WSCC Children’s Services 
report. 

We are sure that like us, you will be disappointed with this news but also trust that you will 
appreciate the difficulties that we were facing. As always, we welcome your feedback and 
comments should be emailed to Rhoda Hatton, in the school office on 
comms@arunside.school. 
 
We wanted to thank you for the interest and support given but also to advise that the Governors 
wish to proceed in a slightly different strategic direction at this point in time focusing on the 
development of a wrap-around care offer, including holiday clubs on site in order to support our 
families more effectively during working hours.  
 
We will write to you later in the term as our plans develop.  
 
Kind regards 

 
 
Bruce Glockling 
Chair of Governors 
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