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Headteacher Challenge: 

Christmas maths challenge: 

KS1 

Can you design or make a snow-

flake? Remember it needs to be 

symmetrical. 

  

KS2 

 A problem!  

Santa’s toy sack flew off his 

sleigh and got stuck in a tree. 

You need to know how high up it 

is to get the right size ladder to 

rescue the toys. How might you 

do it?  

Last month’s winner is: 

Jaden Merola - Well done Jaden!  
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News from the Headteacher: 
 

As we come to the end of a busy term I’d like to reflect on some of the amazing 

things that have happened since September. Our results in KS2 and KS1 were 

well above national, with our KS2 greater depth results being in the top 10% of 

the country. This is a huge achievement, but this can’t happen without dedicated 

and hard working children and staff and a close working relationship with our 

parents. I would like to say thank you to all!   

We have invited visitors into our school to help us celebrate festivals such as 

Diwali; to take part in science workshops; to teach us about the Great Fire of 

London and to enable the children to learn different dance routines. Every child 

in the school has either been on a trip such as Hever castle, Butser farm, Leeds 

castle, Warnham nature reserve, the evacuation day, or they have had a visitor 

who has supported and enriched the curriculum offered at Arunside.  

As parents you have given generously to Children in need , Save the children and 

The Royal Marsden hospital.  

Our Open Days were a huge success, with more than 140 people coming through 

our doors to view the school.  

Music provision both within the curriculum and peripatetic lessons continues to 

grow and we look forward to taking part in Young Voices for the first time next 

year. I am also pleased to announce that we will be holding a spring music con-

cert  too.  

Of course, I could not forget the productions by EYFS children, the KS1 children 

and the KS2 carol concert, all a huge success and so well attended.  

Further enrichment of the curriculum has been provided by Mrs Moores, our 

qualified chef, who has written a recipe book for Arunside and is providing our 

children with more food technology opportunities. We are working hard to en-

sure that we make good use of the wonderful facilities available at Arunside, 

especially the ones that make us quite unique in the Horsham area.  

Next year we will be asking you about your thoughts on our curriculum offer. 

Please look out for a survey soon to gain your thoughts on this. We want our 

children to have a curriculum that represents what it is like to be a global citizen, 

but also a ‘Horsham citizen’ too.  

Finally, we wish all of our families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

from us all. We look forward to welcoming you back on Monday 6th January.  



 

 

 

School Council and Eco-Council News: 

As an eco-council we have been working on reducing energy costs at school by switching off the lights and in-
teractive boards etc. If your child hasn't completed their poster for Mrs Hadden yet, please encourage them to 
do this over the holiday.  

Christmas is often a time when we can be more wasteful, so this year let’s try to recycle, reduce and reuse as 
much as possible and encourage our children to think about the responsibility they have to look after our planet.  

If you have dead batteries, don’t forget to bring them into school for recycling after Christmas. We would like to 
thank you for saving three trees by not writing lots of Christmas cards. When it comes to recycling paper, why 
not take the Scrunch Test? Here is a Top Tip to help you work out if your Christmas wrapping paper is recycla-
ble:  

 Step 1: Take the wrapping paper in your hand and scrunch it together into a tight ball. 

 Step 2: Open your hand to see if the paper stays scrunched together or bounces back open. 

 Step 3. If the paper stays scrunched in a ball, then you know it can be recycled. If, however, it  

 bounces back open, then it can't be recycled! 
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Photos from the KS1 production   

  
  

 

 

 

  



The Voice of Arunside Governors. 

 

        From the School Council…..  

 

 

 This month’s voice of the governor comes from Donna Jagger .  

Why did you choose to become a governor? 

As a Headteacher you don’t choose to be a governor, it is my job to report to governors about many 

different things that happen in school. However, I wanted to when I was the Deputy Head because it is 

important to understand the life of a school and how it operates from all angles.  

  

What is your favourite thing about being a governor? 

I love being able to tell the governors how well the school is doing. I particularly like to be able to talk 

about what our children are learning and how much fun they are having.  

 

What job do you do outside being a governor?  

I used to work as a compliance auditor for Glaxo Smithkline. My job was to check that all of the medi-

cine was made and packaged correctly.  

 

How long have you been a governor? 

Three years and one term 

 

Tell us one fascinating thing about you or a funny story.  

My funny story happened recently at a meeting of senior teachers at my house. My cat, called Blue, 

decided he wanted to jump in and out of Miss Gallagher’s handbag and curl up asleep in there. Later, 

Miss Gallagher was coming out of the bathroom and she saw Blue carrying a mouse in his mouth, 

Miss Gallagher screamed quite loud!  

One thing you may not know about me is that when I was young I was in the England junior talent 

squad for athletics as I wanted to be a heptathlon, Daley Thompson was my inspiration.  
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