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Headteacher Christmas maths 

challenge: 

KS1 

It takes Santa 3 hours to get to 

China, 7 hours to get to Austral-

ia, 11 hours to get to the UK 

and 12 hours to get home to the 

North Pole. How long was San-

ta travelling for?  

KS2 

I wrap up a present in a box that 

is cube shaped. 1 side 

measures 12cm. What is the 

perimeter of 1 of its faces? 

What is the area of 1 of its fac-

es? What is the volume of the 

present? How many faces / 

edges does the present have?  

Good luck!  
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News from the Headteacher: 
As Arunside grows in reputation, it now seems a good time to rebrand our-

selves. You will have seen in our letter last week that we are consulting over a 

change of uniform and invite you to come and ask questions at our drop-in ses-

sion on Thursday 5th December at 2.45pm. The majority of the uniform will re-

main unchanged but in line with our school colours, we propose to change the 

colour of the jumper to turquoise and the colour of the polo shirt to navy blue 

(for all children), ties will no longer be required. Further details can be found in 

the consultation letter, along with photographs and we look forward to hearing 

your feedback.  

A big thank you for your generosity in supporting Children in Need which raised 

just over £300 and for buying spooky cakes to support the PTA as they raised 

funds for our new outdoor play equipment. The end of last week also saw the 

children enjoying the disco organised by the PTA. It was great to see so many 

children with their best dancing shoes on and I certainly enjoyed joining in!  

Last Friday Mr Heath and I attended an IT roadshow to help develop our compu-

ting curriculum. We have come back with some fantastic ideas on how the chil-

dren can use social media safely and how we can use ‘Google Streets’ to en-

hance all of our learning, among many other great ideas, watch this space!  

Arunside welcomed Nigel Jupp to the school on Wednesday (new cabinet mem-

ber for West Sussex Education). Nigel was very impressed with our children; 

how well they apply their learning and the level of skills and knowledge that 

they have. We would like to thank Nigel for finding time to visit us in his busy 

schedule.  

We have also had a visit form our Local Authority advisor focusing on the devel-

opment of early reading. The inspection went really well and once again the 

school has been recognised for its high quality teaching and learning.  

Christmas is coming and with sustainability in mind, as per last year, if children 

wish to send cards to their friends, could we please ask that they send 1 to the 

whole class that will be celebrated and displayed. This will save approximately  

10 000 cards, which equates to about 3 trees.  

 

And finally, a little Christmas joke: 

                    Why did no one bid for Rudolph and Blitzen on eBay?  

                      Because they were two deer!  



 

 

 

School Council and Eco- Council News: 

The Eco Council are busy making posters to go up around the school to remind us all of ways in which 
we can help save energy. Whether it be electricity, water, gas or wider school resources, such as glue 
sticks, PE equipment or books, it is important we are not wasteful both for our environment but also our 
bank balance! 

We are very pleased to share the news that Livia (Y3) and Oscar (Y5) have kindly adopted a koala named 
'Crescent Head Jimmy', for Arunside School. Livia approached Mrs. Hadden to share her concerns 
about the koalas suffering as a result of the Australian bush fires. The Eco Council donated £20 from 
the proceeds of a previous second hand uniform sale towards the Port Macquarie Koala Hospital, near 
to where Livia and Oscar's extended family live in New South Wales, Australia. This initiative has meant 
that money raised through Arunside’s environmental work has been able to support a good cause fur-
ther afield.  

As a ‘thank-you’, the Secomb family have now adopted Crescent Head Jimmy for us to learn more about 
these animals and their environments and we look forward to being able to track his progress.  
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KS2 News: 
Arunside hosted an able 

writers course for our lo-

cality of schools, run by 

Ms Truelove from Tan-

bridge House. The focus 

of the course was on 

higher order grammar 

and punctuation.  

 

 

As you know Brian Moses 

visited us on Thursday 

15th November . He was 

so impressed with Dylan 

and Sam’s poems  that he 

has published them on his 

blog. Well done boys, I will 

post the poems on my 

Twitter feed shortly.  

KS1 and EYFS 

News: 
  

Year 1 had a wonderful time at 

Hever Castle, former home of 

Ann  Boleyn. The children learnt all about the features 

of a castle, such as the moat, 

drawbridge, portcullis and arrow 

slit windows. They also found out 

about how people lived many hun-

dreds of years ago and of course 

they can delight in telling you all 

about Henry VIII cutting off Ann 

Boleyn’s head!  

                        

On the way home! 

 

In EYFS and Y1 the children had a 

drama workshop learning all about 

Diwali, the Hindu festival of light, 

celebrating the story of Rama and 

Sita. They danced, painted and lis-

tened to stories throughout the day.  



The Voice of Arunside Governors. 

 

From the School Council…..  

 

 This month’s voice of the governor comes from our very own Lucy O’Pray. 

When she chose to move her children to Arunside, she loved it so much she de-

cided to stay!  

 

 

Why did you choose to become a governor? 

 

My three children moved to Arunside School and were really happy here. So I wanted to help out in 

the school.  

 

What is your favourite thing about being a governor? 

Helping the children to have a better education.  

 

What job do you do outside being a governor?  

I am a teacher in Year 4 at Arunside, but I have also been a nanny, a teaching assistant and I worked 

for the Early Learning Centre.  

 

How long have you been a governor? 

4 3/4 years 

 

Tell us one fascinating thing about you or a funny story.  

My laugh, cheer and scream have been used in lots of TV programmes. My husband is  a sound pro-

ducer and has used them in the programmes that he produces. 
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