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5th June 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

An incident was reported to me today about a car narrowly avoiding a young child outside our 

school this morning. The child was not at fault and fortunately escaped unharmed; although they 

were understandably shocked, as were the parents. I cannot prove it but I am fairly certain the 

driver was a local resident. 

 

Over the past few months I have met representatives from Horsham District Council and West 

Sussex County Council to discuss; parking, poor driving and viable options to improve matters 

and the Governing Body of Arunside Primary School will be discussing these issue at a 

forthcoming meeting. Regrettably, although we have periodic visits from Neighbourhood 

Wardens, there is nothing forthcoming from local government despite the school fighting it’s 

corner to keep all children safe. 

 

Without turning into vigilante’s (and I have heard suggestions of what some parents would like 

to do), we ask that you please note the make, model and license plate of any vehicle that is 

clearly endangering children’s lives and report this to Operation Crackdown via their dedicated 

website (http://www.operationcrackdown.org) or by calling them on 01243 642222. At the same 

time, and I know the overwhelming majority do this, please park considerably if you do use a car 

to transport children. Just before the half term break, I was stuck in traffic which meant I arrived 

at work later than usual. I was then unable to enter the car park as a parent had blocked the 

entrance as they dropped off their child. We do not consider this to be considerate parking. 

 

Please continue to report incidents of concern to school and we will continue to do our utmost to 

ensure those that can help, do so. With that in mind, like me, please ensure locally elected 

councilors and MP’s are aware of such matters. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

 
Rich Roberts 

Headteacher 
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