
 

Clover win the Attendance Championship 

It was very hotly contested, and despite pressure from Bluebell (3rd) and Oak (2nd) it 

was Clover Class that defended their title. They had led for most of the year and could 
not be pegged back, despite the chase from many classes. Congratulations to the win-
ners for the second year running. 

Summer Fayre 

You may be aware that a sum of over £4500 was raised last Friday, and what a 
splendid effort it was from the PTA to put together such a great event and one 
which was supported so well. There will be a huge strain on school budgets over 

the next few years so this is a tremendous amount of money and I thank all in-
volved in the setup of the event and those that spent a great 
deal of time with us throughout the evening. 

July 2018 

Important Dates: 

Mon 3 Sept: INSET DAY—No School 

 

Tue 4 Sept: First day of the new school year 

 

Fri 19 Oct: Break for Half Term 

 

Mon 29 Oct: INSET DAY—No School 

 

Tue 30 Oct: Back to school after the half 
 term break 

      Arunside Primary School 

       End of Year Newsletter 

Enjoy the school Summer Holiday 

It has been a busy school year and that seems like a understatement. I have never known a 

school year where we have worked through June and July in what felt like intense heat. 

During the last few weeks alone we have had a Y6 residential, trips to SeaLife and Amber-

ley, District Sports, children attending events in London, the small matter of a KS2 Con-

cert, Sports Day, wonderful SAT’s and Phonics results, children attending Tanbridge Events 

and Arunside hosting a Musical Theater workshop. Alongside this, our children receive a 

great standard of teaching, they are progressing with their learning and though we remain 

far from perfect, I hope you see this is a school that continues to head the right direction. 

There was a great atmosphere at Sports Day, There were hundreds and hundreds of par-

ents and I have never known a situation where we had to have nine parents’ races 

throughout the day, for me that shows the positivity around Arunside at present. 

But, and this is a big ‘But,’ we cannot rest. That doesn’t mean we work relentlessly with-

out a plan as we (staff and children) will burn out. Our results are terrific but we’d like to 

improve. The school grounds are wonderful, but there are ideas to develop further. At-

tendance can and must be improved. Our teaching of English and Maths is impressive and I 

want creative topics to stretch children’s thinking further and really develop curious 

minds. We will continue to get involved in out of school events such as dance, sports and 

computing and both our School and Eco Councils, with the News Club will get involved in 

real life projects 

That said, I don’t want to appear as a grumpy, whining Headteacher. I am very proud of our 

achievements, the excellence of the staff, the support of governors and the sheer effort, 

determination and enthusiasm of your children that will see them all go very far. 
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Sports Day 

Our final school based event for you 
all to enjoy was Sports Day last Tues-
day. As you can see from the photo, 
‘Red Robin’ were the champion team 
but the photo shows other Team 
Captains gracious in defeat. The 
weather was warm, but not so warm 
that the children were not able to be active and enjoy the 
outdoors. The event was extremely well attended, as so 
many of our events have been throughout the entire year. I 
remember back in December when the school hall was 
packed for the last night for the KS1 Christmas Concert and 
likewise, St. Mary’s Church where we held the wonderful 
KS2 Church Service; those, chilly days provide distant, but 
happy memories!  

The Brilliant Club 

At Arunside, we have been working with The Brilliant Club on a very spe-
cial mathematics project. A group of year 5 and 6 pupils were chosen to 
take part in this work. The aim was to give pupils a small taste of universi-
ty life. We visited the University of Sussex in 

Brighton and met real university students. We then 
worked with a PhD student, working on Pythagoras’ Theorem. The 
children learnt how this theory was used in ancient times and how it 
is still used today. The pupils then wrote a short dissertation and cre-
ated their own examples. We finished off our project with a Gradua-
tion Ceremony at King’s College in London. Two of our pupils also 
gave a speech at the ceremony. All children received a first or 2:1 for 
their projects.  

Knowledge is power, information 
is liberating. Education is the 

premise of progress, in every soci-
ety, in every family… 

Kofi Annan 

The staff at Arunside Primary school wish all families a lovely break. 

Let’s hope this warm weather continues. Have fun and be safe. 

We will meet you once more, at 8:45 on the playground, on Tuesday 4th 

September. 

Rich Roberts 


