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Monday, 08 January 2018 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Re - Performance and Standards 
 
You may have seen published data recently that suggests achievement at Arunside Primary 
School is poor. There has also been reference to this in local print media. 
 
Whilst I acknowledge that, though not a fair reflection of last year’s Y6, the test results were lower 
than I would have liked and were based on a measure of just 30 children. 
 
What the reporting failed to highlight was the stunning achievements of pupils elsewhere in the 
school. Children leaving EYFS last year attained GLD (Good Level of Development) of 87%, 
significantly above the National Average. Children who took the Phonics Test in Y1 achieved 
81%, in line with national average and in KS1, children were very much in line with their national 
counterparts, in fact Writing and Maths attainment rose by 20% on the previous year. I am 
therefore disappointed that these achievements were not reported alongside other historical data 
which dates back to May 2017. 
 
As a reflective school, we look at what went well and what did not go so well in order to maintain 
strong practice, or enforce a change if required. I am happy to report that we are due an OFSTED 
inspection and whilst inspectors will rightly question areas of concern from the past, their duty is 
to inspect current provision for pupils on roll at this present time, not those who have now left and 
attend Secondary school.  
 
The picture is promising and without listing exhaustively, I can inform you that our current Y2 
cohort is predicted to be at least 10% above the estimated national average in Reading, Writing 
and Maths and our current Y6 cohort are making better than average progress in writing.  
 
The above are just two examples of our success stories, and there are more, so I would very 
much like to reassure you that the future of Arunside Primary School is promising as we look 
forward ambitiously to see what the children can achieve and what they can do. 
Thank you for your continued support 
Best wishes 

 
Rich Roberts 
Headteacher 
 
	


